ORDINANCE NO. 06-1

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER II  “ADMINISTRATION,” SECTION 2-24 ENTITLED “FIRE DEPARTMENT,” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF CARLSTADT, 2002


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Governing Body of the Borough of Carlstadt, County of Bergen and State of New Jersey, that Chapter II, entitled “ADMINISTRATION,” Section 2-24 entitled “FIRE DEPARTMENT,” shall be and hereby is amended by deletion of Section 2-24 in its entirety, and Chapter II “ADMINISTRATION” be and hereby is, amended, supplemented and replaced with following Section 2-24:

2-24  Fire Department.
2-24.1  Establishment; Composition; Membership

a. Establishment.  The fire department is hereby established under the name of Carlstadt Fire Department, to be regulated, controlled and maintained as hereinafter set forth.

b. Composition.  The fire department shall consist of:

One Chief,
One Assistant Chief,
One Deputy Chief, and
One Battalion Chief,

and such number of firefighters in accordance with Section 2-24.1c.1, officers in accordance with the Rules and Regulations relating to the government of the fire department, a Board of Fire Officers in accordance with Section 2.24.2 and the following fire companies:

Friendship Hook & Ladder Company No. 1
Bergen Engine Company No. 1
Engine Company No. 2
Engine Company No. 3
Emergency Squad

c. Membership.

1. Regular Membership.  The membership of each fire department company shall not exceed more than 24 persons, all of whom shall have completed Firefighter I courses, or equivalent, prior to being made a regular member.  Membership within the Emergency Squad shall be in accordance with Section 2-24.12b of this ordinance.

2. Probationary Member.  The member, prior to being considered for regular membership, shall be able to fulfill the requirements set forth by the Rules and Regulations of the fire department.  A physical is required for probationary membership at the facility customarily used by the Borough for such purposes.


2-24.2 Board of Fire Officers.  The Board of Fire Officers shall consist of the President, the Chief, the Assistant Chief, the Deputy Chief, the Battalion Chief, the Secretary, the Treasurer, the chairperson of the fire committee of the borough council, and the Captain and First and Second Lieutenants of each of the fire department companies as listed in Section 2-24.1b.  The Board of Fire Officers shall organize in the month of January in each year, and shall meet at least ten (10) times yearly for the transaction of department business.  The Board shall be the advisory body of the department, shall have general supervision and control over its business and affairs and shall be subject to and governed by such Rules and Regulations may from time to time be prescribed by the Mayor and Council.

2-24.3 Election of Officers.  The Chief, Assistant Chief, Deputy Chief, Battalion Chief and the President of the Board of Fire Officers shall be elected annually by secret ballot by the active members of the department who shall be entitled under the Rules and Regulations to vote thereat, at an election to be held on the third Friday of November in each year.  The Chief, Assistant Chief, Deputy Chief, Battalion Chief and the President of the Board of Fire Officers shall hold office for one year from 8:00 PM on the Friday after the annual reorganization meeting of the Mayor and Council, after their confirmation by the Mayor and Council, and until their respective successors shall have been elected and confirmed.


2-24.4 Command.  The Chief shall be in complete command and authority at all times when the fire department is on active duty at fires, drill or other department public fire duties.


2-24.5 Authority of Chief, Assistant Chief, Deputy Chief, and Battalion Chief.  The Chief, Assistant Chief, Deputy Chief, and Battalion Chief, or in their absence, the officers of the next rank, shall be on active duty at all times, shall have full and complete police power and authority to require and procure the removal of all obstructions in front of and around fire hydrants and perform such other services to prevent and protect against fire as may be necessary for the purpose, and shall be authorized to call upon the head of any borough department for aid and assistance in the accomplishment of these purposes.


2-24.6 Public Fire Duty.  In addition to attendance on active duty at fires and drills, the term “doing public fire duty” shall be deemed to include participation in any authorized public showing, exhibition or parade of firefighters, either with or without their fire apparatus.


2-24.7 Use of Equipment.  No part of the apparatus and/or firefighting equipment of the fire department shall be taken out for drill purposes, let out for hire or conveyed outside of the borough limits for any purpose whatsoever without the consent of the fire committee or the mayor and council.


2-24.8 Access to Firehouse and Equipment.  No person shall be allowed to enter any firehouse or handle any apparatus or implement belonging to the department unless accompanied by an active member thereof.


2-24.9 Inactive Members.

a. Any active firefighter who has reached the age of 70 years must become an inactive member of the fire department.

b. Any firefighter who attains the age of 65 shall not be permitted to participate in interior firefighting activities under any circumstances.

c. Individuals must pass a fit for duty physical exam each year commencing the year they turn 65 and ending the year they turn 69.  Only examinations conducted at the facility customarily used by the Borough for such purposes shall be acceptable.

d. Any active firefighter who has completed 25 years of active service may become an inactive member of the fire department.

e. On or before December 31 of each year, the borough shall pay to each inactive member an annual sum, in accordance with the current salary ordinance for each inactive member pursuant to paragraphs 2-24.9a, b or c above.

f. All inactive members of the fire department shall have the right to attend and participate at all fire company and fire department meetings, except an inactive member shall have no right to vote.  In addition, inactive members shall have the right to attend and participate at any authorized public showing, exhibition or parade of firefighters, either with or without fire apparatus, but shall not engage or participate in active fire duty.  Inactive members shall not be subject to or liable for payment of any fines or dues.  Inactive members shall have the right to use the meeting room of his/her respective fire company, provided the consent of the Board of Fire Officers is obtained prior to such use.

g. Each inactive member shall receive from the mayor and council a certificate and identification card certifying that (s)he is an inactive member of the fire department for the term of his/her life.

2-24.10 Disability Benefits.  

a. Any firefighter who is permanently disabled through injuries received or sustained in the performance of his/her duties shall become an inactive member and shall be entitled to all benefits as set forth in subsection 2-24.9 f and g..  Permanent disability shall be defined by the State of New Jersey Disability Benefits Commission.

b. On or before December 31 of each year, the borough shall pay to each member made inactive by this section, an annual sum equal to and in accordance with the current salary ordinance for each active member.


2-24.11 Rules and Regulations.  The routine business and affairs of the department shall be regulated and controlled by the rules and regulations to be promulgated by the Mayor and Council from time to time, which rules and regulations shall be observed and complied with by the officers and members of the department to the same extent and with the same effect as though made part of this chapter.

2-24.12 Emergency Squad

.
a. Established.  A supplementary unit of the fire department is hereby created and established which shall be known and designated as the Carlstadt Fire Department Emergency Squad.

b. Membership.  The membership of the Emergency Squad shall be at the discretion of the fire department Board of Fire Officers.  Membership in the Emergency Squad shall be open to members of the fire department.

c. Officers.  The officers of the Emergency Squad shall consist of a captain, a first lieutenant and a second lieutenant, all of who shall annually be chosen by the members of the Emergency Squad.

d. Powers of Officers.  The three (3) officers of the Emergency Squad shall become and be members of the Board of Fire Officers of the fire department, and shall have and exercise the same duties, privileges, obligations and powers, both voting and otherwise, with respect to any and all of the functions of the Board as the several captains and first and second lieutenants of the borough fire companies have and exercise.
e. Duties of Officers.
1. Captain.  The Captain of the Emergency Squad shall have and exercise such powers and assume and discharge such duties and obligations as the Chief of the fire department may from time to time prescribe.

2. First Lieutenant.  The First Lieutenant of the Emergency Squad shall be second in rank, and in the absence or disability of the Captain shall assume and perform all of the Captain’s duties and obligations and have and exercise all of the Captain’s power.

3. Second Lieutenant.  The Second Lieutenant of the Emergency Squad shall be third in rank, and in the absence or disability of the Captain and First Lieutenant shall assume and perform all of the Captain’s duties and obligations and have and exercise all of the Captain’s power.

Repeal of Prior or Inconsistent Ordinances.  All ordinances or parts thereof inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed as to such inconsistency only. 

Severability.  If any section, clause, sentence or other part of this Ordinance or the application thereof to any person or circumstance shall be any reason be adjudged by a Court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgment shall not affect, impair or invalidate the remainder of this Ordinance.


Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon passage and publication as required by law.

INTRODUCED:  _____________________

PUBLISHED:  _______________________

ADOPTED:  _________________________
                                                                            APPROVED:____________________________                                                                                                       WM. JAY ROSEMAN, MAYOR    

                                                                                 ATTEST:_______________________________                                                                                                   CLAIRE FOY, BOROUGH CLERK 

